
The Resource Modeling 
Association invites you to attend 

the 2015 international conference 
on Natural Resource Modeling 
which will be held from June 29 to 
July 1 at the University of Bordeaux 
in France. The central scientific 
theme of RMA 2015 is “Modeling 
and Sustainability of Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services.” In terms 
of applications, particular attention 

will be paid to the following fields: 
fisheries, agricultural land-use, forest 
management, wildlife management, 
invasive species, and climate 
change impacts on biodiversity. 
Methodological contributions on the 
themes of ecosystem-based modeling, 
model-based scenarios, sustainability 
criteria, diversity metrics, and 
resilience formalization will be 
especially put forward.

RMA 2015 will be hosted by the 
University of Bordeaux at the Pey Berland 
campus (also termed Pôle Juridique et 
Judiciaire) near the “Pey-Berland” Square 
and the Saint-André Cathedral. Such a 
location in downtown Bordeaux should 
be convenient and pleasant for delegates 
attending the conference, because both 
the historical part of Bordeaux and the 
main facilities will be accessible within a 
few minutes. In particular, the tramway 
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stops at the Pey-Berland station are only 
a few meters from the Pôle Juridique 
et Judiciaire. The Pey Berland campus 
property, dating from the late nineteenth 
century, is the historic site of law, political 
science, economics and management 
sciences at the University of Bordeaux.

The 2015 RMA 
conference will be 
jointly organized by the 
University of Bordeaux 
and the CNRS (Centre 
National Recherche 
Scientifique), a central 
French institution for 
scientific research. 
At the international 
scale, beyond RMA, 
the conference has 
received the support 
of MPE (Mathematics 
of Planet Earth) and 
SIAG-MPE, a new 
SIAM activity group 
devoted to Mathematics 
of Planet Earth and 
Sustainability. The 
event is organized by 
the research center 
GREThA (Research 
Group Theoretical and 
Applied Economics) in 
cooperation with the French Laboratory 
of Excellence (LabEx) COTE, the Institute 
of Mathematics of Bordeaux (IMB), 
IRSTEA (National Research Institute of 
Science and Technology for Environment 
and Agriculture) and IFREMER (French 
Research Institute for Exploitation of the 
Sea). GREThA is a joint research unit 
between the University of Bordeaux and 
the CNRS dedicated to theoretical and 
applied economics with an emphasis 
on environmental economics, ecological 
economics and bio-economics. GREThA 
is a member of the LabEx COTE.

Keynote Speakers
Keynote speakers who are specialists 
in modeling the sustainability of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services will 
address the conference. 

Richard Pearson, Lecturer at University 
College, London, and a member of the 
Centre for Biodiversity and Environment 
Research will be the first keynote speaker 
of the conference on Monday morning. 
In his talk entitled “Predicting the future 
of biodiversity,” he will discuss the role 

of ecological modeling in forecasting and 
managing biodiversity over the coming 
century, particularly in the context of 
climate change. He will present recent 
advances in modeling approaches, with a 
focus on methods that couple ecological 
niche models (species distribution 
models) with demographic models. Using 
case studies from the Arctic and North 
America, he will exemplify different 
modeling methods and demonstrate the 
role that modeling can play in developing 
effective vulnerability assessments for 
evaluating the conservation status of 
species under climate change. 

The second plenary speaker, Christopher 
Costello, Professor of Environmental and 
Resource Economics at The University 
of California at Santa Barbara, USA 
will propose on Tuesday morning 

“An Interdisciplinary Framework for 
Spatial Bioeconomics.” He will present 
a mathematical framework for spatial 
bioeconomics that integrates principles 
from economics, ecology, and physics. 
The framework can address questions 
involving: (1) the optimal level of 

decentralization of 
natural resource 
management, (2) the 
scale of property 
rights assignments, (3) 
spatial optimization 
of renewable resource 
use, and (4) mechanism 
design of incomplete 
property rights systems. 
These principles will 
be applied to topics 
such as fisheries, 
invasive species and 
conservation planning. 

On Wednesday 
morning, Paul 
Armsworth, Associate 
Professor of Ecology 
and Evolutionary 
Biology at University 
of Tennessee, USA, 
will address the 
following challenging 
question: “Ecological 

systems vary in space and time, but 
how much of that variation should 
policy recommendations respond 
to?” Ecological systems are indeed 
characterized by spatial and temporal 
variability over many scales. Natural 
resource management policies could 
try to track this variability closely, 
something recommended in a number 
of modeling studies. However, if fine-
tuning policy recommendations incurs 
some administrative or other cost, then 
it may not be desirable to do so. Drawing 
on examples from fisheries management, 
Paul Armsworth will illustrate the 
potential efficiency gains from tracking 
variations in metapopulation dynamics 
closely through the design of spatial 
management policies and how these 
potential gains diminish with increasing 
policy complexity. 
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A round table discussion organized on Tuesday will focus on 
Transferable quotas (TQ) and quota markets, with applications 
to water and fishery management. Quentin Grafton, 
Professor of Economics and Director of the Centre for Water 
Economics, Environment and Policy at the Crawford School 
of Economics and Government at the Australian National 
University will animate this round table. Currently there is 
widespread acceptance that TQ systems are important bio-
economic instruments for promoting ecological and economic 
sustainability and limiting the overexploitation of ecosystems. 
However, the rationalization underlying TQ raises concerns 
in terms of social acceptability. The round table should bring 
both empirical and theoretical insights into the performances 
of these TQ systems. 

More globally, the conference will be organized in a friendly 
way to fit with the objectives and spirit of RMA activities, 
especially encouraging interdisciplinary exchanges 
worldwide between ecologists, economists, and modelers as 
well as between junior and senior scientists.  In that respect, 
time slots of 30 minutes will be offered to every speaker, 
apart from plenary speakers who will benefit from more 
time. The regular slots of a half hour include 20 minutes 
for presentation of the paper by the speaker followed by 5 
minutes of comments from a prescribed discussant and 5 
minutes for exchanges with the floor. Every keynote speaker 
(Richard Pearson, Christopher Costello, Paul Armsworth) 
will have one hour to present his research and to discuss 
his scientific work with the audience. The round table 
discussion mentioned above should also promote friendly, 
interdisciplinary and stimulating interactions between 
people attending the conference. A duration of 30 minutes 
for the coffee breaks should also favor exchanges and 
discussions between scientists. A lunch is also planned 
during the three days of the conference for every participant 
on the Pey Berland campus, location of the conference, to 
encourage the direct interactions among participants. 

Social Events
The conference will also be a great opportunity for sharing 
in various social events and taking advantage of the city of 
Bordeaux, labelled by UNESCO as “an outstanding urban 
and architectural ensemble” of the 18th century. The first 
social event, a welcome cocktail reception, is scheduled 
for Sunday evening (June 28) in Le Café Français, a large 
bar-restaurant located downtown and close to the location 
of the conference. It is difficult not to see Le Café Français 
when you walk around Bordeaux. It’s just on the corner of 
the famous Pey Berland Square, across from the cathedral. 
This cocktail party will allow participants and organizers to 
meet and interact in a pleasant environment. It will also be 
an opportunity for the participants to identify the location of 
the conference itself near Pey-Berland Square. On Monday 

Ecology  
Summer Program

The Cluster of Excellence COTE, which brings 
together nine laboratories of the University of 
Bordeaux and major French institutes involved 
in research on the evolution, adaptability and 
governance of ecosystems, has organized its 
third Summer School on “Ecology and Society: 
Biodiversity and global change.” It will take place 
in Bordeaux from the 22nd to the 26th June 2015 
just before the RMA Conference. The school will 
offer an excellent opportunity for PhD students 
and young researchers to interact with specialists 
(researchers, engineers and managers). The 
conference will be held in English. The knowledge 
of French is not required. The registration is free 
and includes accommodation and meals. Travel 
expenses will be supported up to 1000 €. Candidates 
should provide a CV, a short letter of nomination 
from your supervisor and a cover letter indicating 
the topic(s) that may be interesting to your on-going 
research and your expectations for attending the 
school. Attendance at this summer school can lead 
to the opportunity to participate in RMA 2015. 
Additional information can be obtained at the 
website http://cotesummerschool.u-bordeaux.fr/en/.

Photo by José Carlos Babo, CCcontinued on page 10
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Tourism in Aquitaine by Luc Doyen

Delegates attending the conference should take advantage of 
the conference location to visit and enjoy the Aquitaine region 
whose capital city is Bordeaux. 

Aquitaine is only 1.5 hours by plane from London, and 
the Bordeaux airport connects to many internal and 
international destinations. By TGV train, Paris is only a 
3-hour journey, and there is an extensive network of good 
motorways and dual carriageways.

In Aquitaine the people tell you that Mother Nature is at her 
best. You will be captivated by the warmth and welcoming 
nature of the locals. Their innate sense of fun and natural 
“joie de vivre” will make your time in Aquitaine an 
unforgettable experience.

Bordered along the whole of its west coast by the Atlantic 
Ocean, Aquitaine is bathed in a mild oceanic climate with 
the influence of the Gulf Stream entailing a clement weather. 
The 2,200 sunshine hours per year make the Bordeaux 
region similar to the Mediterranean. Julius Caesar named 
the southwestern part of France Aquitaine, after the Latin 
word “aqua” meaning water. This was because his troops 
discovered an abundance of thermal springs, lakes and rivers 
coming down from the Pyrenees to meet the vast coastline of 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Aquitaine has a never-ending coastline 
of 250 kilometers which constitutes 
Europe’s most extensive beach of fine 
sand. Aquitaine lazily stretches its sandy 
beaches from the Pointe de Grave to 
the Adour, and the pines planted in the 
dunes protect this beautiful coastline. 
This seashore continues to the foot of 
the Pyrenees right to the Pays Basque, 
where it breaks up into many natural 
harbors. Many sports can be practiced 
here—surfing and sailing, of course, but 
equally cycling, with a massive network 
of cycling tracks. If you would rather do 
nothing at all, the fine sand of the Atlantic 
coast is ideal for relaxing on. This vast 
coastline is also home to a great many 
boating harbors and seaside resorts, from 
the beaches of the Médoc in the north to 
those of the Basque Coast on the Spanish 
border, via the shores of the Landes 
region. Families can enjoy quietness 
and protected bathing in resorts such as 
Hourtin, Vieux Boucau or Carcans. Surf-
lovers, experienced or not, can ride the 

waves in places like Lacanau, Biarritz, Anglet or Arcachon. 
Other special features include the presence of huge dunes 
along most of the shoreline, with the highest in Europe, 
the Dune du Pilat (104 meters) which overlooks the Bay of 
Arcachon. Aquitaine Oceanside is also a way of life, with 
its festivities, its trades, its crafts, and its gastronomy.  

You can discover the rest of the region in many ways. 
This may be hiking in the beautiful forests, skiing in the 
Pyrenees, visiting the wine growing areas, or soaking up 
the region’s art, culture, history and heritage. Aquitaine 
is also a fisherman’s paradise, with waters teeming with 
bass, turbot, meagre, sole, gilt-head, skate and dogfish. In 
addition, Aquitaine is characterized by an outstanding 
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historical heritage. In every 
era, Aquitaine has been 
endowed with historical 
riches, giving the region an 
exceptional wealth of sites to 
be discovered, each of them 
touching reminders of life and 
art in times gone by. The most 
magnificent vestiges of the 
Paleolithic Era in France are 
concentrated along the Vézère 
Valley in Perigord, included 
on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. The Lascaux 
Cave, the “Sistine Chapel” of 
prehistory, is without a doubt 
the most famous of these 
jewels. In the Middle Ages, 
pilgrims on their way towards 
Compostella followed their 
routes through the region and 
stopped to rest in villages. The 
abbeys, sanctuaries, churches 
and chapels dotted along 
these routes bear testimony to 
their spiritual quest.

The towns and villages of Aquitaine impress visitors with 
their marvelously well-preserved heritage, notably their 
architecture, influenced in past times by the Romans and 
then by the English. Alongside sites officially accredited 
as the “Loveliest Villages in France,” a thousand and one 
other places are also a delight for the eyes and the mind, 
and the fortified towns and castles remind visitors of 
the strategic role they played back in the 13th century. 
The seaside resorts of Aquitaine are rich in more recent 
memories of the Belle Époque. The whole region has 
inspired many to write, such as Montaigne, Montesquieu 
and Mauriac.

Aquitaine is a wine country. 
Bordeaux is famous the world 
over for its vineyards and wines, 
especially Médoc, Pomerol, 
Saint-Emilion and Sauternes.
You will be able to discover 
the Bordeaux Wine Route in 
Graves and Sauternes following 
different themed itineraries. 
In the Dordogne, Bergerac, 
the capital of the aptly-named 
Purple Périgord, is the starting 
point for four itineraries of 
between 80 and 150 kilometers. 
They include around a hundred 
châteaux which have signed the 
charter and will show  
you the different appellations 
in the area, as well as the  
local heritage. 

The lifestyle in southwestern 
France is also largely built 
around its culinary delights. 
Here in the region, the pleasures 
of the table are a key part of 

daily life, from delicious domestic dishes to the exceptional 
creations of the top restaurants. Bon appétit! What about 
fattened duck—one of the essential ingredients in the cuisine of 
the region—with the famous foie gras, or the delicious flavor of 
duck breast prepared with spices or honey? The vast stretches 
of unspoiled nature in Aquitaine offer a whole range of top-
quality produce. The fish and oysters are exquisite next to the 
fruits of the Lot-et-Garonne! Some of the more typical products 
even have their own museums or tourist routes. From food 
festivals to renowned markets, from one speciality to another, 
for starters, main courses or desserts, discerning gourmets and 
lovers of all good food and drink are sure to find something to 
their taste in Gascony.



6 RMA | Spring 2015

A major exploited 
terrestrial ecosystem  
The Landes Forest (La forêt des 
Landes in French) or the Landes of 
Gascony (las Lanas de Gasconha 
in the Gascon language), in the 
historic Gascony natural region of 
southwestern France now known as 
Aquitaine, is the largest maritime 
pine forest in Europe and constitutes 
an important economic activity of 
the region. The French word, landes 
and Gascon lanas, mean “moors” or “heaths.” The area of 
the forest is estimated to be around 10,000 square kilometers 
(3,900 sq m). The forest is composed mostly of maritime 
pine, Pinus pinaster. Unlike many other European forests, 
the Landes forest is almost entirely created and managed by 
man for industrial purposes. 

This massive pine plantation was started in the 18th century 
in the Pays de Buch area of Gironde, to halt erosion and 
cleanse the soil. Today nine-tenths of the Landes Forest is 
exclusively devoted to a monoculture of maritime pines 
(Pinus pinaster), but, in the center of this pinhadar (pine 
plantation in the Gascon dialect of Occitan), there is a natural 
forest that survives from the post-glacial timbering of this 
part of southwestern France. The old-growth forest was 
probably more extensive prior to the Middle Ages, when 
a colder, more humid, climate took hold and changed the 
species composition. Because of the need for wood for fuel 
and construction, and because of a steady expansion in the 
grazing of sheep, the aboriginal forest was further depleted 
between the 15th and 18th centuries. In the first part of the 
20th century, extensive commercial exploitation of wood, 
paper, and pine resin began, and these industries became 
an important part of the regional economy. However, resin 
collecting, which required hard labor, has almost completely 

disappeared because modern 
chemical processes for producing 
solvents and other useful chemicals 
often do not rely on pine resin or pine 
tar as a precursor. A major storm in 
January 2009 damaged approximately 
300,000 hectares (740,000 acres) of 
forest, 90% of which was located in 
the Landes Forest.

A major exploited marine 
ecosystem The Bay of Biscay is 

located off the north coast of Spain and the west coast of 
France in the Atlantic Ocean, south of the Celtic Sea. The 
Bay of Biscay is known for its severe winter storms and 
early summer fog and rain. While the Gulf Stream provides 
the greatest source of water input to the Bay of Biscay, 
freshwater discharges from the Loire, Gironde and Adour 
estuaries induce buoyant plumes which drive significant 
northward currents over the inner Armorican shelf.

The Bay of Biscay demersal fishery is a multi-fleet, multi-
gear fishery targeting several species including nephrops, 
hake, anglerfish and sole with high commercial values. 
The fishery, however, is under strong pressure, with 
several stocks already fully exploited. The fishery also 
operates within a context of high uncertainty with regard 
to economic costs and biological dynamics. Additional 
management complexities are induced by the many 
technical interactions associated with the multi-fleet nature 
of the activities (trawlers, gillnets). Maintaining the bio-
economic sustainability of these different components is 
thus difficult. A multi-annual management plan based on 
the recent European Common Fisheries Policy reform aims 
to achieve Maximum Sustainable Yield for all stocks before 
2020 subject to economic and social viability constraints 
along with biodiversity conservation objectives. 

Aquitaine 
Ecosystem

by Luc Doyen



 RMA | Spring 2015  7

Oysters in Arcachon Bay The huge triangular 
Arcachon Bay covers about 37,000 acres (15,000 hectares) 
and opens to the Atlantic Ocean at a place called Cap 
Feret. The Arcachon Bay, although connected to the sea, 
is reminiscent of a land-locked sea. The role played by the 
oyster industry of Arcachon is two-fold: growing oysters 
for the market and growing seed oysters (“Naissains”) 
for oyster growers elsewhere in Europe. The latter is a 
fascinating business, founded in a boatload of history and 
features a number of interesting techniques. The former, 
growing oysters for the consuming public, is also a big 
business in Arcachon. Approximately 15,000 metric tons 
are produced annually. Oysters from Arcachon have been 
famous all over France for centuries.

Many growers of Arcachon also improve their oysters in 
a form of claire, which serves to cleanse the oysters of any 
impurities (mud, sand ...) and keep them fresh. The oysters 
are placed in big basins filled with saltwater for a while. 
The water level in these claires is adjustable. It can be 
lowered, artificially inducing in essence a “low tide.” The 
oysters naturally respond by pulling shut. The powerful 
abductor muscle of an oyster functions in two ways. One 
part of the abductor muscle will rapidly pull the “lid” (the 
“right valve”) down on the edge of the bottom shell half 
(the “left valve”). The other part of the abductor muscle 
keeps the shell fortress closed for an extended period 
of time. Contrary to popular belief, the abductor muscle 
does not “push” anything, it only “pulls” and “holds.” 
The springy ligament at the hinge of the oyster opens the 
oyster once the abductor muscle relaxes. Oystermen in 
Arcachon (and also in a number of other growing regions 
in and around France) “teach” the oysters to “forget” the 
natural rhythm of the tides and to stay shut longer by 
conditioning their abductor muscles. This artificial low 
tide can gradually be prolonged in these basins and the 
oysters get used to these “dry spells.” When the time 
comes for the oysters to be shipped, they will have little 
trouble “keeping their mouths shut” and staying fresh and 
moist for many days—much to the delight of fish mongers 
and oyster lovers alike. This final conditioning phase is 
called “Trompage.”

Of course, some Arcachon growers also offer “refined 
oysters,” so called “Fines” and “Spéciales” which, similar 
to the famous Marennes-Oléron oysters, have received 
special care by being placed temporarily in nutritious 
claires. Arcachon is also famous for excellent European 
oysters (Ostrea edulis). In these parts, the European oyster 
is called a “Gravette.” For centuries, the name Arcachon 
has been synonymous with “lots of great oysters.” Keeping 
the waters of the Arcachon Bay unpolluted has been at 
the top of the agenda for all the residents of this area for 

continued on next page



8 RMA | Spring 2015

many decades. They all pull 
together and fight like lions 
when the natural integrity 
of their beautiful jewel is 
threatened in any way. 
They are well aware of the 
fact that oysters only look 
tough superficially in their 
formidable shell fortresses; 
however, they contain a 
most delicate and sensitive 
mollusk, which can suffer 
gravely once pollutants 
inadvertently become part 
of their diet. Despite the 
genuine commitment to 
absolutely clean waters, the 
community of the Bay of 
Arcachon has had to fight 
a number of uphill battles 
against pollution for many 
decades. For instance, in 1978, 
the tanker “Amoco Cadiz” 
lost 230,000 tons of crude oil. 
The Bay of Arcachon took a direct hit from this disastrous 
oil spill. Thousands of birds died, shellfish (including 
oysters) choked in the blanket of oil slime, and many 
oyster growers went out of business.

Dordogne biosphere reserve Biosphere 
Reserves are areas designated under UNESCO’s Man 
and the Biosphere (MAB) Program to serve as places to 
test different approaches to integrated management of 

terrestrial, freshwater, 
coastal and marine 
resources and biodiversity. 
Biosphere Reserves 
are thus sites for 
experimenting with 
and learning about 
sustainable development. 
The Dordogne River 
flows through a 
remarkable territory 
with a well-preserved 
natural environment, 
an exceptional cultural 
heritage and a way of life 
influenced by the river’s 
imprint. The economy 
of the Dordogne basin is 
mainly based on tourism, 
agriculture and forestry, 
although the industrial 
sector is also present, 
and takes advantage of 
the natural resources, the 

beauty of the landscape and the image of the Dordogne 
River and its tributaries. The conservation of the fluvial 
heritage of the Dordogne basin, along with its resources 
and benefits, will condition future development in this 
territory. The role of the worldwide biosphere reserve 
of the Dordogne basin is to stimulate the imagination 
and the energy of those involved in order to adopt 
sustainable, progressive strategies whereby environmental 
considerations are seen as an advantage.
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PReSideNt’S ColuMN

There was a lot of energy generated 

by the successful conference in 

Vilnius last year. To maintain enthusiasm 

the RMA Board committed to adding 

more value to being a member of 

the Resource Modeling Association. 

We have been busy over the last few 

months and made progress on several fronts.

The Rollie Lamberson Award 
We are instituting a new award for the best published paper 
over the last couple of years. More details appear elsewhere 
in this newsletter but it will be a prestigious award for an 
outstanding contribution to our field. Rollie Lamberson, the 
founding President of the RMA and long-serving Executive                                                             
Secretary, has agreed to sponsor the award. The recipient 
will receive the Rollie Lamberson Medal.

Conferences 
Bordeaux—2015
Excitement is building for the annual conference to be held 
late June in Bordeaux, France. There was a very strong 
response to the call for abstracts. The only unfortunate 
aspect of this success is that it will be necessary to resort to 
parallel sessions. Nevertheless, this will be another friendly 
conference and as always should see many new ideas being 
shared and discussed.

Flagstaff—2016
Next year we return to North America for our annual 
conference. Plans are well under way to ensure this will 
be another successful conference in the series: World 
Conference on Natural Resource Modeling.

Venue??—2017
We invite suggestions and offers to host the 2017 meeting. 
Please submit suggestions, offers or inquiries to me before 
May 15 of this year. If there are no other bids I will host this 
conference on my university’s Saigon campus in Vietnam.

Website
Much hard work has been going on in the background to 
transform our website. We should start seeing some of the 
changes during April. The main aim of the project is to make 
it more accessible for Board members to make additions and 
changes to the content. This will enable us to offer additional 
benefits to members. For example, there will be a section 
where members will be able to post job advertisements 
free of charge. There are plans for frequent updates which 
might include reviews of recent papers, books or software 
of relevance to members. Further details will be given in 
the next newsletter by which time the transformed website 
should be operational.

I look forward to seeing many of you in Bordeaux.

  

 

by John Hearne
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Membership in RMA
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Our journal, Natural Resource Modeling, is enjoying 
its 2013 Impact Factor of 1.048 with an increase 
in submissions from around the world. Keep your 
eyes open for a Special Issue on Eco-Evolutionary 
Dynamics, edited by Shandelle Henson, Jim Cushing, 
and Jim Hayward.

We thank editor Claire Montgomery for her 
service. We welcome Athol Whitten and Sandor 
Toth to our editorial board. Athol works in fisheries 
management at the South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) and Sandor works 
in forest and natural resource management at the 
University of Washington in Seattle.

In addition to our upcoming society conference, we 
will have a presence at some other conferences. On 
June 4–6, Howard University in Washington DC will 
be the site of a workshop on Management of Natural 
Resources. We are still accepting poster presentations 
and are offering local expenses in support. More 
information is available at http://dimacs.rutgers.
edu/Workshops/NaturalResources/participation.
html. We have a proposal in for a special session 
at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in Seattle, 
Washington in January 2016. 

If you are involved in organizing events at your 
home disciplinary meetings, please work with me 
to ensure that we are bringing our journal to the 
attention of your professional community.

Some questions have been brought to me about 
membership in the society. Membership in the 
Resource Modeling Association includes expedited 
reviews of manuscripts you submit to our journal. It 
also includes online access to our journal. If you do 
not know how to access this, please send an email 
request to Gayle Scaramozza, Membership Services 
Specialist, gscaramo@wiley.com.

I am looking forward to seeing many of your at 
the 2016 World Conference on Natural Resource 
Modeling in Bordeaux, France this summer. As usual, 
the journal will sponsor prizes for student talks and 
posters. Please encourage your students to join us!

Editor’s 
Column
by Catherine A. Roberts 
Editor of Natural Resource Modeling

evening (June 29) after the scientific presentations, exchanges 
and works of the first day of the conference, delegates will 
relax by tasting different Bordeaux wines. A specialist will 
explain the history and the specificities of vineyards in the 
Gironde region, which is the oldest vineyard for fine wines 
in the world: Margaux, Saint-Estèphe, Pomerol, Saint-Emilion 
and Sauternes are just some of the world famous prestigious 
appellations in the region, along with the names Cheval-Blanc, 
Haut-Brion, Pape-Clément, Petrus and Yquem. For the sake of 
simplicity the event will take place within the buildings of the 
conference, the Pey Berland campus. 

The banquet of the conference will occur on Tuesday evening 
(June 30), after the round table. First, a boat starting from 
the Pont de Pierre in the “quartier Bastide” will bring people 
along the river Garonne and permit them to discover from 
the river both the historical center, the quays and the bridges 
of Bordeaux. An aperitif will be proposed on board. During 
this outing on the Garonne the award for the best student 
presentation will be delivered. After the boat trip, the delegates 
will be invited to the conference dinner in a restaurant very 
close to the boat harbor, called Le Café du Port. Le Cafe Du 
Port is a river-side restaurant, 50 meters south of the bridge 
“Le Pont de Pierre,” on the Bastide side of Bordeaux, providing 
outdoor and indoor seating with magnificent, post-card views 
of Bordeaux and the Bridge. Foie gras, magret de canard and 
other gastronomic specialities of the Aquitaine region will be 
offered on the menu together with Bordeaux wines.

“Bienvenue à Bordeaux et en Aquitaine fin juin 2015”

Bordeaux Conference continued from page 3

Sponsors:
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Description
The Rollie Lamberson Award celebrates the contribution 
of Professor Rollie Lamberson to the field of natural 
resource modeling and the growth of the Resource 
Modeling Association by recognizing each year the most 
outstanding paper in natural resource modeling in the 
previous two years.

Criteria
The award will be given to the paper most in keeping with 
the society’s and journal’s overarching goals, namely: 

“the development and analysis of mathematical 
models as tools for resource management and 
policy development,” reflecting “the conceptual and 
methodological core that is common to model building 
throughout disciplines including such fields as 
forestry, fisheries, economics and ecology,” particularly 
those “concerned with the sustainable utilization 
of renewable resources and their vulnerability to 
anthropogenic and other disturbances,” serving  
“as an antidote to disciplinary fragmentation.”

The awarded paper will rate highly in the following 
attributes:

•	Reach—the	methods	or	results	should	be	relevant	to	
the broad natural resource modeling community

•	The	degree	to	which	the	contribution	provides	value	
for future applications, or enables improved practice

•	Clarity	and	excellence	of	the	composition

•	Originality	of	the	ideas	or	methods

Eligibility
•	Only	current	RMA	members	are	eligible	for	the	award.

•	All	papers	published	in	Natural	Resource	Modeling	
during the previous two calendar years will be 
considered automatically provided at least one of the 
authors is a current member.

•	Papers	published	in	other	journals	may	be	nominated	
for consideration provided at least one of the co-
authors is a current member. To be considered, the 
submission must comprise: (1) an electronic version 
of the paper in English, and (2) a nominating letter 
specifying why the paper is deserving of the Rollie 
Lamberson Award.

The RMA President, members of the Awards Committee 
and anyone else involved in the award process will not 
be eligible for the award.

Award
Each author of the winning paper will received the  
Rollie Lamberson Medal for the current year. One of the 
authors will be invited to present a plenary address at  
the annual conference.

Rollie Lamberson 
Award
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RMA MeMbeRShiP iNCludeS:

• Subscription to the journal Natural Resource Modeling (NRM)

• RMA Newsletter

• Reduced registration fee for the annual world conference  
 of the RMA

•	 A 25% discount on all Wiley and Wiley-Blackwell  
 product lines

 

2016 RMA International Conference by Bob Fray

The 2016 World Conference on Natural 
Resource Modeling will be held June 
14–17 in Flagstaff, Arizona, U.S.A. 
The venue for the conference will be 
the High Country Conference Center 
which is associated with Northern 
Arizona University. This location has 
been chose due to its proximity to 
the Grand Canyon and other places 
of interest such as Walnut Canyon 
National Monument, the Sedona 
country, and the Lowell Observatory. 

An afternoon and evening excursion 
to the Grand Canyon will feature a 
presentation to the RMA participants 
about managing the resources of the park 
by scientists at the Science Center. There 
will also be time for hiking, sightseeing 
and shopping. The conference banquet 
will be held that evening at one of the 
park dining facilities.

Five highly-accomplished individuals 
in the field of resource modeling will 

deliver keynote presentations at the 
conference, which will address a wide 
range of topics in resource management.

The conference will be hosted by 
Bob Fray and Catherine Roberts and 
supported by Furman University. A 
website is scheduled to be operating by 
the end of May this year. 


