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2007 World Conference

From Our President
The 2006 World Conference on Natural Resource Modeling was outstanding thanks to the hard work of Stein Steinshamn and his colleagues Lief Sandal and Rögnvaldur Hannesson. The meeting was meticulously planned and run by the
organizing committee, from the opening reception to the elegant closing banquet. An additional factor that made this conference so successful was the venue, the beautiful city of Bergen and the spectacular fjord region of Norway.
Since the conference in June there have been a number of
significant changes in our organization. Krishna Paudel of
Louisiana State University has been elected to the RMA Board
of Directors. Also Bill Chivers of the University of Newcastle
has been appointed as Secretary of RMA, a position that has
been open for awhile but needs to be filled. Welcome Krishna
and Bill as members of our Board of Directors.
Catherine Roberts has been especially busy organizing our
world conference for this June on Cape Cod. Please see the
article she has written in this newsletter. Mike Strub has
been working with a colleague at the University of Georgia,
Chris Cieszewski, on the 2008 RMA meeting to be held in
Warsaw, Poland. Chris has been appointed as a Guest Member of the RMA Board of Directors for the purpose of organizing this conference.
RMA’s journal, Natural Resource Modeling, has been quite
healthy lately with a wealth of submitted manuscripts. Still,
it would benefit the journal and the association if we could
take it to a higher level. In order to do this, the editor, Catherine Roberts, has been in discussion with several publishers
about the possibility of changing to a commercial publisher.
Currently the journal is being published by the Rocky Mountain Mathematics Consortium (RMMC), who holds the copyright to the journal. At present we are negotiating with the
RMMC and a publisher about transferring the copyright to
RMA and switching publishers. One action that was necessary before this could happen is that the RMA needed to become incorporated. This has occurred recently. A requirement
for this action is that we fill the position of Secretary and keep
accurate records of the organization, hence the appointment of
Bill Chivers. (See more information about NRM on page 2.)
I hope that all of you are making plans to attend the RMA
World Conference this June (See column to right). Cape Cod is
a lovely location and Catherine is organizing a memorable
meeting. I look forward to seeing you again at the opening
reception.

— Bob Fray

Cape Cod, Massachusetts, USA

June 19 – 22, 2007
Register now for the Resource Modeling Association’s biggest
annual event! Early Registration ends April 15, 2007.
The 2007 World Conference on
Natural Resource Modeling will
take place on Cape Cod in
Massachusetts in the United
States. We hope you can join us!
The conference begins with an
evening reception on Tuesday,
June 19th and will close in the
late afternoon of Friday, June
22nd.
Locale: Craigville is a small private village on Cape Cod, MA
that is located on a bluff overlooking Nantucket Sound and
Craigville Beach. The Craigville Conference Center is in the
midst of Craigville and consists of a collection of unique Cape
Cod cottages, fresh water ponds, wooded areas, and a private
beach on Nantucket Sound in the Atlantic Ocean. The quiet
and undisturbed beauty make this a perfect setting for a
friendly gathering such as ours. Five congenial and rustic
guest houses will accommodate us (in single and double
rooms, many
with private
baths, some with
ocean, marsh and
pond views)
within easy
walking distance
to the ocean.
Hearty meals
(including a
traditional
lobster banquet)
will be served in
a dining room overlooking the Red Lily Pond. On-site
lodging is recommended, but nearby hotels with full
amenities are available (see website ). Day visitors can
purchase meal passes for the dining room.
(Continued on page 2)
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(2007 World Conference, Continued from page 1)

Social Events: We will enjoy a concert by Jim Scott. Jim’s
website (www.jimscottsongs.com) describes him as “an
exciting acoustic guitarist, singer, and composer of powerful
music that furthers the ideals of ecology, justice, and peace.”
A guided whale and dolphin boat tour, sponsored by the
International Fund for Animal Welfare, whose headquarters
are on Cape Cod will occur one afternoon. If weather prevents
sailing, we’ll visit the Cape Cod National Seashore instead.
Graduate Students: Graduate students are particularly
encouraged to attend this meeting. In addition to the
traditional poster competition (with prizes!), RMA grad
student member Brandy Weigers is planning a series of social
and informational events geared specifically for students.

RMA BOARD
Bob Fray, President
Dept of Mathematics
Furman University
Greenville, SC 29617
U.S.A.
Bob.Fray@Furman.edu
Bill Smith, Past-President
USDA Forest Service
Natl For Health Monitor Prog
Resrch Triangle Pk, NC
27709
U.S.A.
bdsmith@fs.fed.us

Keynote Speakers: The keynote speakers include Marc Mangel
(University California, Santa Cruz) who will discuss Natural
Resource Modeling and Public Policy: A Vision for the 21st
Century; Greg Amacher (Virginia Polytechnic Institute &
State University) who will discuss Uncertainty and Forest
Resources; and Alan Ek (University of Minnesota) who will
discuss Modeling for Resource Analysis, Planning, and the
Environment.

William J Chivers, Secretary
Faculty of Science and IT
The University of Newcastle
PO Box 127
Ourimbah, New South Wales
2259
AUSTRALIA
william.chivers
@newcastle.edu.au

Journal: Presenters at the conference are invited to submit
manuscripts to the Natural Resource Modeling. If you have
any questions, email Catherine Roberts at
RMA2007@holycross.edu.

Kenneth S. Lyon, Treasurer
Dept of Economics
Utah State University
Logan, UT, 84322-3530
U.S.A.
klyon@econ.usu.edu

Important Notes: RMA had to pre-pay rooms for 75 people to
stay on-site…your registration will help us cover this early
expense, so please don’t delay! This conference is particularly
well-suited for graduate students, so please try to bring some
with you.
http://mathcs.holycross.edu/~rma/ is conference website.

Natural Resource Modeling News
by Catherine A. Roberts, Editor
This year a long-time member of our editorial board, Jim Cushing, has
decided to step off the board. We thank him for his years of service and
wish him well.
In 2006, we published four issues on time with a total of 676 pages (we
normally aim for 600 pages).
The year 2007 marks the 20th volume of NRM. The four issues are
already filled.
For a number of reasons, the board of the RMA decided in Bergen to
seek to have the copyright to NRM transferred from the Rocky Mountain
Math Consortium to the RMA. The president of the RMA, Bob Fray, has
been working with the Executive Director of the RMMC, Tom Sherman, to
begin this conversation. The RMA hopes to gain control of the copyright so
that we can actively seek to bring our journal to the next level. For example,
we want to get NRM listed in the Science Citation Index, we want to develop
a real web presence for the journal, we want to advertise, and we want to
increase our subscription base. The RMA and I have concluded that the
RMMC is unable to provide us with the level of support that we need in
order to move forward.
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Mike R Strub, Director
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@weyerhaeuser.com
Rollie Lamberson, Executive
Secretary
Dept of Mathematics
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U.S.A.
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Catherine Roberts, Editor
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Dept of Math & Computer
Science
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U.S.A.
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Robert R. Alexander,
Webmaster
Dept of Environmental Stud
Sweet Briar College
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www.resourcemodeling.org
Interdisciplinary Environmental Association
13TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, JUNE 30-JULY 3
Portland, Maine
The IEA, committed to an interdisciplinary approach to
environmental issues, welcomes research that crosses the
boundaries of traditional disciplines to frame environmental
problems, propose working models or initiate field or community
projects. Areas of special interest in 2007 include environmental
issues in New England and the Maritime provinces, political
decision-making in environmental policy, coastal management
issues, health and urban environmental challenges, economic,
legal and business strategies with the environment, and
sustainability.
For information, contact Dr. Kimberly Reiter, Conference Chair
at kreiter@stetson.edu or go to http://www.ieaonline.org
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2006 WORLD CONFERENCE
Almost 60 participants from all over the world gathered in
Bergen, Norway, from 25th to 28th of June for the 2006 RMA
meeting. People came all the way from Japan and Australia
to participate. The conference started with a reception on
Sunday.
One of four keynote speakers, biology professor NilsChristian Stenseth from University of Oslo initiated the
conference on Monday by talking about ecological aspects of
exploitation of North-Atlantic cod. Among his conclusions
were that pulse fishing may be optimal and a warmer climate
may be beneficial for the fisheries in northern waters such as
the Barents Sea. Later the same day economics professor
Erwin Bulte from Tilburg University gave a keynote lecture
about paying for ecosystem services. In the evening there
was an open meeting about future plans for the journal
Natural Resource Modeling (see page 2).
Tuesday started with a keynote lecture by Kenneth
Patterson from the EU Commission, DG Fisheries and
Maritime Affairs, who spoke about modelling needs for
management purposes. His references to the Renoirproblem, with
illustrations of the
famous painter, were
well taken; namely the
problem of focusing on
the model instead of the
underlying picture. In
the afternoon there was
an excursion to visit
some of the cultural
treasures of Bergen like
a stave church (right),
the home of the
composer and violinist
Ole Bull and the home
of the even better
known composer
Edvard Grieg. In the
evening a traditional
RMA banquet (below)
was enjoyed.
The final day of the
conference started with a keynote lecture by Karl Iver DahlMadsen, head of the department of ecology and environment
at the Danish DHI Water & Environment. He spoke about
ecological modelling as a tool for resource and

—
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Report from Bergen

environmental management.
The other participants covered a wide range of topics
such as fisheries, forestry, biodiversity, ecosystem
management, pollution, energy and water. Although fisheries
probably was the largest area, the papers included such
exotic species (at least for Nordic people) as the black rhino
and termites but there were no papers on “unexotic” species
(still for Nordic people) such as polar bears. In addition to the
keynote lectures and five posters, 34 oral presentations were
given in two parallel sessions.
The customary student
awards were presented.
Winners are shown (right)
with RMA Executive
Secretary Rollie Lamberson.
The poster winner this year
was Annjanette Dodd,
whose poster described the
challenges of using field data
to validate a model of salmon
movement in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. Annajanette is a PhD
student at Humboldt State
University in Arcata, California.
The top student speaker this year was Norbert Menke,
whose talk on kangaroo dynamics in rangelands was well
organized and reflected a deep understanding of his
research problem, as well as an appreciation of the strengths
and weaknesses of his model in regard to spatial detail.
Norbert is a PhD student in the Biophysical Remote Sensing
Group at the University of Queensland, Australia.
An honorable mention award was presented to Shalet
Korattukudy Varghese who is at the early stages of
research, and whose talk was well motivated and very
clearly presented. Shalet showed confidence and poise in
her presentation on agricultural policy in relation to water use
in India. Shalet is a PhD student in the Department of
Agricultural Economics at the
University of Ghent in Belgium.
Editors’ Note: Stein Steinshamn (right),
Rollie Lamberson, and Catherine
Roberts contributed to this report.

